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1. Recommendations 

 
1.1 That Members approve a grant of £1,091 or 50% of eligible costs, 

whichever is the lesser, towards the renovation of timber sash windows 
and installation of secondary glazing at No.18 Deansgate, Leek. 

 
The work is subject to the standard grant scheme conditions and the 
following technical conditions: 
 

• A schedule of repair works to the sash windows is submitted for 
approval; 

• The design of the secondary glazing is approved prior to 
installation;  

• The grant is limited to sash windows facing the street. 
 
 

1.2 That Members approve a grant of £3,350 or 50% of eligible costs, 
whichever is the lesser, towards the restoration of the tramway steps at 
Froghall. 
 
The work is subject to the standard grant scheme conditions and the 
following technical conditions: 
 

• Prior to works commencing a detailed schedule of work is 
submitted for approval; 

• Approval of facing materials. 
 

 
1.3 That Members approve a grant of £1,125 or 50% of eligible costs, 

whichever is the lesser, towards the stabilisation and repair of tramway 
walling at the Whiston Inclined Plane. 

 



AGENDA ITEM 7 
 

7.2 
 

The work is subject to the standard grant conditions and the following 
technical conditions: 

• Prior to works commencing a detailed schedule of work is 
submitted for approval; 

• Approval of facing materials. 
 

1.4 That Members approve a small increase in the grant offered at No. 27 
Southbank Street, Leek from £647 to £783 (or 50% of eligible costs, 
whichever is the lesser) to reflect additional expenses. 

 
2. Summary 
 

2.1 This report allows Members to consider applications for Environmental 
Enhancement Grants for a number of initiatives in the District. 

 
3 Report 
 

3.1 No.18 Deansgate, Leek: Renovation of sash windows and 
installation of secondary glazing 
No.18 Deansgate is a fine Victorian town house situated within Leek 
Conservation Area. A key component of the appearance of the building is 
the elegant painted timber sash windows with coloured glass margin 
lights. The building is currently run as an osteopath. A request was made 
by the business to replace the original windows with upvc but it was 
advised that planning permission would not be permitted because of the 
harm that the replacement windows would cause to the appearance of 
the building and wider character of the area. The business was invited to 
apply for grant aid to restore the existing windows.  
 
A grant application has been submitted to repair and redecorate 3 front 
sash windows and install secondary glazing. The lowest eligible quote is 
£2,182 (incl VAT that cannot be reclaimed). A 50% Environmental 
Enhancement Grant would be £1,091.  
 
 Recommendation 
 That Members approve a grant of £1,091 or 50% of eligible costs, 
whichever is the lesser, towards the work. 
 
The work is subject to the standard grant scheme conditions and the 
following technical conditions: 
 

• A schedule of repair works to the sash windows is submitted for 
approval; 

• The design of the secondary glazing is approved prior to 
installation;  

• The grant is limited to sash windows facing the street. 
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3.2 Froghall Tramway Steps 
  The Churnet Valley tramways are some of the most important 

rural/industrial heritage features in the valley but until recently  little has 
been done to understand and protect them. Historic England (formerly 
English Heritage) has recently funded a study of the tramways to assist 
with their preservation and a number of conservation projects are now 
arising following this study. It is also hoped that statutory designations 
such as Listing or Scheduling might be made to protect the most 
significant features, and possibly even the extension of the Caldon Canal 
Conservation Area to acknowledge the importance of the area. The initial 
project was the first phase of the restoration of the tramway walling in 
Froghall which has just been completed and has been jointly funded by 
the Moorlands Partnership Board and the Churnet Valley Living 
Landscape Project (CVLLP). The completion of this project is reported in 
the Status of Project’s report. The CVLLP walling project was originally 
intended to restore stone field boundaries in association with Natural 
England. However, following the interest from Historic England the 
CVLLP has been given permission to extend its interest to include built 
heritage projects. 

 
The most publicly used and accessible tramway is the Cauldon Plateway 
(tramway) running from the Froghall Wharf to Cauldon Lowe quarries, 
which is a public footpath as far as Whiston Common. Slightly over half 
way between Froghall Wharf and the first tunnel/bridge where public 
access stops is a set of stone steps leading up from the tramway to join 
the wider public footpath network across Whiston Common. The first six 
steps (from the bottom) were cut into the bedrock and these have nearly 
completely eroded away resulting in a large ‘step up’ and a weakening of 
the foundation of the remaining 10 set stone steps. 
 
An application has been received to repair and reinstate the stone steps 
to rescue an interesting element of the tramway and improve public 
access. The CVLLP has engaged a team of experienced and skilled dry 
stone wallers/instructors to undertake the work.  
 
The estimate for the work is £6,700. A 50% Environmental Enhancement 
Grant would be £3,350. Match funding will be provided by The Heritage 
Lottery Fund. (The final cost might be slightly less as a figure of £1,200 is 
included for footpath permissions from the County Council and it is 
anticipated that the County Council will waive this fee). 

    
 
 
 
  Recommendation 
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 That Members approve a grant of £3,350 or 50% of eligible costs, 
whichever is the lesser, towards the Froghall Tramway steps’ restoration. 
 
The work is subject to the standard grant scheme conditions and the 
following technical conditions: 
 

• Prior to works commencing a detailed schedule of work is 
submitted for approval; 

• Approval of facing materials; 
• The County Council is requested to waive the footpath permissions 

fee. 
 

 
3.3 Tramway walling, Whiston Incined Plane 
  Following on from the above project, the CVLLP has submitted a further 

grant application to stabilise and repair a large finely dressed and coursed 
wall at the top of the inclined plane near Whiston. The plinth stone at a 
major junction of the wall has eroded and the entire wall is being affected 
by the roots of small holly trees. The dry stone wallers engaged by 
CVLLP intend to stabilise and repair this wall, including part rebuilding 
and clear sapling trees that are growing out of the walling and tramway 
track. 

   
  The cost of this work is £2,250 to fund the cost of the dry-stone wallers 

(£225 per day). These walling contractors will be assisted by volunteers. 
A 50% Enhancement Grant would amount to £1,125. 

 
  Recommendation 

 That Members approve a grant of £1,125 or 50% of eligible costs, 
whichever is the lesser, towards the work. 
 
The work is subject to the standard grant conditions and the following 
technical conditions: 
 

• Prior to works commencing a detailed schedule of work is 
submitted for approval; 

• Approval of facing materials. 
 

3.4 27 Southbank Street, Leek 
  A grant was offered in March 2015 to assist with the cost of reinstating 

the front boundary wall and railings at 27 Southbank Street, Leek, which 
is within the Leek Conservation Area. The total eligible costs of the work 
have increased from £1,294 to £1,566 to take account of planning fees 
which cannot be reclaimed. The 50% Environmental Enhancement  Grant 
 will therefore rise from £647 to £783.  
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  Recommendation 
  That Members approve an increase in the grant offer from £647 to £783 

to reflect the additional costs (or 50% of eligible costs, whichever is 
lesser). The grant offer is subject to the existing grant conditions. 

 
 4 Implications 
 

4.1 Community Safety: Nil 

4.2 Workforce: Nil 

4.3 Equality and Diversity 

  

This report has been compiled in accordance 
with the Council’s Diversity and Equality 
Policies. 

4.4 Financial: Any funding approvals will be financed from 
the Partnership’s existing allocated budget. 

4.5 Legal: Nil 

4.6 Sustainability: The repair and reuse of historic buildings 
contributes significantly to sustainability. 

 
Dai Larner 

 
Executive Director  
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Project Applications 
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Regeneration Services. Gill Bayliss 
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